
 
 

About MHI 
McDonald Home Inspection, 

Inc. is owned and operated by 

Jim McDonald, a life-long 

resident of Rockford, IL and 

vicinity with strong community 

ties. MHI is not a franchise with 

a revolving stable of novice 

inspectors. All home 

inspections are performed by 

me, an inspector with over 30 

combined years in residential, 

multi-family, and commercial 

building, rehabilitation and 

inspection. 

 

Contact MHI 
To schedule your inspection 

(usually within 48 hours):  

1. Call Jim at (815) 742-1083  

OR  

2. Send email to: 

JIM@inspect4us.com  

Q&A: "Ask the Inspector's Inspector" 

by Jim McDonald, Owner MHI / IL Licensed Home Inspector 

McDonald Home Inspection (MHI) has started a new question and 

answer eNews series to help homeowners, home seekers, and 

realtors understand important tips about home inspections and 

maintaining your home, with the occasional humorous "home 

inspection nightmare" sprinkled in. Learn and enjoy!  

Email with your good questions to answer in future issues: 

ASK@inspect4us.com  

Visit the McDonald Home Inspection website to learn more: 

www.inspect4us.com  

Stinky Problem: Septic Backup 

From Belvidere, IL 

Q: It never fails. Or maybe I should more correctly say it always 

fails. Each time we get a downpour, our septic tank backs up into 

the yard. My daughter's wedding is next month, at our home! 

Help! What can we do?  

A: Not an uncommon problem, unfortunately. Septic systems fail 

for several reasons but failure to do regular maintenance is the 



with your phone #s, current 

address, and property address 

and when you are hoping to 

schedule your inspection.  

IL LICENSE # 450001666  

8453 Forest Preserve Rd  

Durand IL 61024  

PH (815) 742-1083  

JIM@inspect4us.com  

www.inspect4us.com  

most likely culprit. For tips to get out from under this stink of a 

problem and save this marriage (!), visit the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) site at: 

http://cfpub.epa.gov/owm/septic/homeowners.cfm  

For more helpful links about systems that keep homes safe and 

running smoothly, visit the "Helpful" tab on my website.  
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