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About MHI 
McDonald Home 

Inspection, Inc. is owned 

and operated by Jim 

McDonald, a life-long 

resident of Rockford, IL 

and vicinity with strong 

community ties. MHI is not 

a franchise with a revolving 

stable of novice inspectors. 

All home inspections are 

performed by me, an 

inspector with over 30 

combined years in 

residential, multi-family, 

and commercial building, 

rehabilitation and 

inspection. 

 

Q&A: "Ask the Inspector's Inspector" 

by Jim McDonald, Owner MHI / IL Licensed 

Home Inspector 

McDonald Home Inspection (MHI) has started 

a new question and answer eNews series to 

help homeowners, home seekers, and 

realtors understand important tips about 

home inspections and maintaining your 

home, with the occasional humorous "home 

inspection nightmare" sprinkled in. Learn 

and enjoy!  

Email with your good questions to answer in 

future issues: ASK@inspect4us.com  

Visit the McDonald Home Inspection website 

to learn more: http://www.inspect4us.com/  

Visit from St.Chipper   

December 2009 

‘Twas the month before Christmas, when 



Contact MHI 
To schedule your 

inspection (usually within 

48 hours):  

1. Call Jim at (815) 742-

1083  

OR  

2. Send email to: 

JIM@inspect4us.com  

with your phone #s, current 

address, and property 

address and when you are 

hoping to schedule your 

inspection.  

IL LICENSE # 450001666  
2603 Cherokee Trail  
Rockford, IL 61107  
PH (815) 742-1083  
JIM@inspect4us.com  
http://www.inspect4us.com/  

all through the house, 
A creature was stirring, at least the size of 
a mouse; 
Out in the living room there arose such a 
clatter, 
I sprang from my bed to see what was the 
matter; 
Away to the bay window I flew like a flash, 
I tore out my own hair and yelled” It’s 
eaten the sash!” 
Down from the chimney it came with hop 
and a bound, 
Damn thing only weighed a couple of 
pounds. 
He was covered in all fur from his head to 
his paw, 
Used those incisors just like a saw. 
A twist of his head and wink of his eye, 
This son of a rodent, had to die. 
I cleaned up the mulch and the rest of his 
crap, 
Now it was time to set me a trap. 
Long story short, caught him at last, 
Screened off the flue, should have been 
done in the past. 
I released the critter back into to the wild, 
He ran at first, then turned back and 
smiled. 
Not a word spoke, but he seemed to say, 
“Leave the door open next time, I’ll be back 
Christmas day.” 
 
An experience that one Rockford realtor 
would rather forget. Not only will chimney 
screens keep the squirrels and other critters 
out, they will keep the flue clear so that 
nothing interferes with releasing poisonous 
gas to the outside rather than in the house. 
They also serve as a spark arrestor when 
burning wood in your fireplace. 
Have a safe and happy Holiday and keep the 
door closed. 
 
 For more helpful links about systems that 



keep homes safe and running smoothly, visit 
“HELPFUL” tab on my website. 

 

 


